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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Our greatest friend, Jesus, tells us, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 

practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 

winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.” 

(Matthew 7:24,25) 

There is a lot of sinking sand in the world right now, and it’s so easy to get caught in it. Jesus gives us 

something solid to stand on: Him and His Word. Believers throughout time have clung to these promises of 

our Savior, in good times and in bad. Here at Star, we can do nothing else. We cling to our Savior. We stand on 

his promises. With the hymn writer we say: “Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and 

righteousness.”  

The COVID-19 crisis continues to impact our world, and it is ever changing. To stay up to date with the latest 

federal, state, and local news, please continue to reference these sources: cdc.gov/coronavirus, 
waukeshacounty.gov/publichealth, and dhs.wisconsin.gov. 

New mandates have come down with regard to the gathering of individuals in a given place. As of today that 

number is now 10. As Christians, we understand God’s encouragement to gather together regularly. At the 

same time we understand his directive to obey those in authority as they are God’s representatives and his 

directive to care for our neighbor. These two directives are not competing with each other. We will realize 

that this is not an attempt on the part of our government to limit our religious freedom and disobey God. 

Rather, it is an attempt to keep the people of this nation safe. As such, out of love for God, out of love for all 

people, and in obedience to the governing authority, we will seek to abide by these mandates. Because of 

that, our normal worship services will not be conducted while the mandate remains. This includes both 

weekend and midweek services.  

It is vital, however, that our lives remain built on the solid rock of Christ. Your church will continue to serve 

you in this way, offering and bringing you Jesus regularly in different formats. Here is what you can expect: 

● Resources: Go to www.starofbethlehem.org and click RESOURCES to find many resources available to 

you and your family while the government mandate remains in effect. These include online Worship, 

Devotions, Bible Studies, and Giving opportunities and options. Check back often for more resources 

and information.  

● Pastoral Office Hours: We are committed to serving your needs. A pastor will be in the office each 

weekday from 8am-4pm (Monday-Friday). This includes the week that our school is scheduled for 

Spring Break (March 23-27).  

● Wednesday Lenten Worship: A service will be made available to you online beginning this week. 

You can expect to receive communication regarding the availability of this service on Wednesday 

afternoon with a link to access. All services can also be accessed through the RESOURCES page. 

● Weekend Worship: A service will be made available to you online beginning this weekend. You can 

expect to receive communication regarding the availability of this service on Saturday evening.  

http://www.starofbethlehem.org/


● The Lord’s Supper: While we will not be gathering as we normally do for public worship, we do want 

to make the Sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood available to our members at any time. You are 

welcome to stop in during the pastoral office hours and receive it privately. Alternatively, look for more 

communication later this week as we work to create a more formal opportunity for our members.  

● Bible Classes: Currently the Friday morning bible class will continue to meet (8am). Furthermore, you 

can visit our RESOURCES page for more information and study opportunities.  

● Team and Committee Meetings: Teams and committees will continue to meet as scheduled, unless 

otherwise noted.  

● Choir: Practices have been cancelled unless otherwise noted.  

● Building Use: The church entrance, sanctuary, and offices will remain open. However, the school and 

gym will be closed until further notice to an unnecessary traffic.  

We reiterate that these guidelines are now in place and will be followed out of love for our God and for 

others. We have a good God, and he will continue to bless as he knows best. Cling to his promises. They will 

never fail.  

If you have any further questions or if there is any other way that we can continue to serve you during this 

time, don’t hesitate to ask. We will continue to communicate with you regularly in the coming weeks. Our 

staff is ready and willing to serve. We stand on Christ, and he will continue to provide all we need.  

In closing, a prayer: Lord God, give me strength and willingness to say with your Son, “Not my will, but your will 

be done.” Make me cheerful and trusting to bear whatever you let happen to me. From your hand I am willing 

to take the good and the bad, the joy and the sorrow. Keep me from sin, gracious Father, and comfort me with 

your kind Word. Bless me, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


